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T he R.E. A.L. Deal

When this year’s show 
was announced, 
those  who were 

casted were excited to take 
on the roles of the comedic 
characters of, “Blithe Spirit.” 
The story of  “Blithe Spirit” 

follows Charles Condomine, 
a novelist who invites a me-
dium and clairvoyant, Ma-
dame Arcati, to his house to 
conduct a seance, hoping to 
gather material for his latest 
novel. Unfortunately, the se-
ance triggered the return of 
Charles’s ex-wife Elvira  to 
the estate. Now tasked with 
many challenges, Charles 
tries to seek the best way to 
return his ex-wife safely from 
where she came from, and 
hopefully avoid any other 
unfortunate circumstances. 
The show is purely comedic, 
and has quite a few good 
moments to offer. A favorite 
scene of many students was 
the final scene, for the falling 
chandelier delivered quite 

the shock.
The effort put into each 

show at 
NHA is 
e x c e p -
t i o n a l , 
and this 
s h o w 
p r o v e d 
that ful-
ly. With 
o n l y  a 
m o n t h 
a n d  a half to memorize 
the script, the cast performed 
wonderfully, and the show 
was a received well by both 
students and parents. The set 
was phenomenal, and had 

many small things to offer in 
terms of small details. Here’s 

a  g o o d 
quest ion ! 
How many 
times did 
cast mem-
bers switch 
i t ems  on 
the  man-
tle? It was 
a  m i n o r 
detail that 

seemed to play in each scene, 
and it was truly humorous 
to those who caught onto it. 
Let’s not forget the costumes, 
however. The costumes for 
this show were elaborate-

ly gorgeous, 
with the girls 
doning beau-
tiful gowns to 
the men be-
ing dressed in 
finely tailored 
s u i t s .  E a c h 
had their own 
uniqueness to 
it that seemed 
to bring each 
character to 
life, coupled 
with the fan-
tastic acting 
done by the 
cast. It truly 
was a marvel-
ous thing to 
see, and has 
become what 
some students 

are calling, “The 
best show NHA has put on.” 
This show also marked the 

beginning of a new era of 
shows at NHA with the new 
theatre, Music Mountain 
Theatre. The original direc-
tor for NHA shows unfor-
tunately left, however he has 
allowed NHA to use their 
theatre to perform the shows 
we announce each year. 
This has opened many new 

doors for the Drama Crew 
at NHA, and they’re excited 
to continue performing for 
shows to come!

erogers@newhopeacademy.net

By ElisaBEth RogERs (‘20)

OCTOBER 17TH, 2017 - 

Every school year, NHA 
produces a fall drama. It’s 
something many look for-
ward to, especially since it 
marks the beginning of the 
theater season.

The NHA Fall Picnic 
2017
“On October 6th, New Hope 
Academy hosted its annual 
autumn picnic...”

Events 2

Movie Review
Blade Runner: 2049

Opinions 5 

"In this writer's opinion, the 
film succeeds in captivating 
the audience with its incredi-
ble special effects. The effects 
are probably the best I've ever 
seen...”

By Kathy Rosso gana

DAUGHTER OF 
MINE

The 2017 production of Noel Coward’s "Blithe Spirit" was a hilariously delightful night at 
the theater! 

NHA'S THEATRICAL SPIRIT! 

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLAR: RYAN MORAN

Daughter of mine
Mirror of mine

As clear as daybreak skies
I watch myself through your 

eyes
Reflecting back the best of 

me
And what I could not be 
You have a better start

With your innocence and art
You have survived yesterday
You will surpass everyday

Because you think with heart
And your instincts are so 

smart
You see with your whole soul
Don’t lose sight of your goal

You are a natural teacher
It’s one of your best features
And you love with all that’s 

you
With a loyalty so true

Just like your dad
For that I’m glad 

And from me, what did I give
The ability to live

Helping others and caring
Always giving and sharing

What you have to offer
From your tiny coffer

Please see just who you are
Make a wish upon a star

You will need no cubby-hole
Just feel beautiful and whole

Fly beyond the fear
See until it’s clear

That you are a princess child
With just enough wild

To make you one of God’s 
best

Above all the normal rest
For you are the child of my 

dreams
My hopes and my schemes
You were conceived in such 

love
A treasure from above

God gave me the gift of a girl
A cutie equipped with a curl

And then I met you
And that’s when I knew

That this daughter of mine
Was a miracle of mine

The cast and crew of New Hope Academy’s "Blithe Spirit."  

Ryan Moran poses with his certificate. 

Why Live Music Rules

Jordan Salerno explains the  
allure of a live music experience. 

Entertainment 7 

Kathy Rosso-Gana, founder and president of 
Motivational Educational Training Company, 
Inc. and New Hope Academy   

By saRah ZBaRsKy 
('18)

Ryan Moran, a high 
school senior at the 
Yardley campus of 
Ne w  Ho p e  Ac a d -
emy,  was  recent ly 
recognized as a Na-
tional Merit Scholar. 
The National Merit 
Scholarship Program 
(NMSP) is an aca-
demic  scholar sh ip 
competition for uni-
versity scholarships. 
To be eligible to com-
pete for the scholar-
ship in Pennsylvania, 
one must score at least 
a 1440 on the Prelim-

inary SAT (PSAT), 
which is exactly what 
Ryan accomplished. 
Out of the approxi-
mate 1.6 million high 
school juniors who 
took the  PSAT in 
2016, Ryan scored in 
the top 1% of the na-
tionwide entrants. 
C o m m e m o r a t i n g 

Ryan’s outstanding 
achievements,  The 
R.E.A.L Deal squad 
interviewed him. Ryan 
took the PSAT twice, 
scoring 1370 out of 
1520 in his sopho-
more year and 1440 
in his  junior year. 
Preparing for the test 

was almost effortless 
as his knowledge in 
certain subjects comes 
natural. At first, when 
NHA Dean of Stu-
dents, Jeremy Dick-
erson handed him 
the award, Ryan said, 
“Okay, cool,” and con-
tinued what he was 
doing. But after plenty 
of praise, he admitted 
that being a National 
Merit Scholar makes 
him feel proud. Being 
a Boy Scout for seven 
years, he is close to be-
ing the highest rank, 
Eagle Scout which will 
benefit him when ap-
plying to colleges. 

With all of his ac-
complishments, Ryan 
will have many op-
tions when it comes to 
colleges but he plans 
on going to Prince-
ton University or the 
University of Pennsyl-
vania, where he will 
major in either engi-
neering or something 
science related. Ulti-
mately, he hopes to 
earn his PhD.

szbarksy@newhopeacademy.
net
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On October 6, 2017, New 
Hope Academy had its annu-
al autumn picnic, an event in 
which staff and students alike 
gather for a day of fall fun. 
It was held at Core Creek 
Park in Langhorne and the 
weather cooperated for  the 
Doylestown and Yardley stu-
dents while they were there.
Mark Beuerle did a great 

job replacing Bob Woerner 
at the grill this year. Bob was 
unable to attend this year giv-
en he became a proud father 
before the picnic. They had 
burgers, hot dogs, barbecue 
chicken, potato salad, and 
macaroni salad. The vegetari-
ans were pro-
vided meat-
f r e e  p a s t a 
salad, salad 
w i th  d r i ed 
fruits & nuts, 
homemade croutons, and 
cheese and crackers. They also 
had a wide variety of desserts 
like pumpkin pie, brownies, 
donuts, and even lemon me-
ringue.
This year, the school held a 

fifty-fifty raffle to raise mon-
ey for the theatre department. 
Students could pay one dollar 
for three tickets or five for an 
arm’s length in hopes of win-
ning half of the money that 
was raised, while second place 
got a Starbucks gift card and 
third place got three home-
work passes. There were also 
various activities throughout 
the day, including: football, 
soccer, Boggle, chess, basket-
ball, and art, to name a few. 
Personally, I really enjoy the 

picnic because it brings the 
two campuses together. Many 
Doylies are unfamiliar with 
the Yardleys so it’s a great op-

portunity to 
m a k e  n e w 
a c q u a i n -
tances  and 
have  them 
throughout 

the rest of the school year. 
No matter what the students 
indulged in, you can be sure 
that they left the park happy 
and looking forward to the 
next event at NHA. Our next 
picnic won’t be until June 

By JacK Duffy (‘18)

OCTOBER 6TH, 2017 The fall picnic was an enjoyable 
time for students and teachers from both the Yardley and 
Doylestown campuses. The food was delicious and the 
activities were fun! The weather remainined perfect 
through the day and the grilling was off the hook! 

Teachers and students gathered to hydrate after an energetic basketball game. 
A day of perfect weather as both cam-
puses gathered for an enjoyable time on 
at Core Creek Park for dancing, food and 
games!

THE 2017 
NEW HOPE 
ACADEMY 
FALL PICNIC

the wearer (meaning they can 
grab you, put you in a prop/
passageway, and touch you 
with their props). My coura-
geous party and I decided to 
get the necklace. 
The first cell block called 

“Lock Down” was indubita-
bly the least alarming, proba-
bly with the intent of gradu-
ally easing in the scariness. It 
featured raging inmates with 
various prison-like mallets, 
chainsaw, and axes. Some-
thing I found unexpectedly 
scary was the flashing lights, 
they seemed to enhance the 
fearful effect. While in “Ma-
chine Shop,” the second at-
traction, I got pulled away 
from my party, was asked, 
“Are you afraid of heights?” 
and guided to a staircase, 
where at the top, I escaped 
from a slide. The entire di-
version had extremely tight 
corridors and plenty of actors 
grabbing the visitors. “Detri-
tus” was a short outdoor ex-
hibit replicating a graveyard 
which featured some tremen-
dous jump scares. Probably 
the scariest of the six, “Infir-
mary” presented gory medi-
cal equipment, brutalized pa-
tients, and disturbing doctors. 
This attraction was also where 
I got pulled aside into a cage 
for three minutes with two 
other guests. My personal fa-
vorite, “Quarantine 4D” was 
full of psychedelic art. Its flu-
orescent atmosphere and us-
age of 3D glasses really made 
the experience enjoyable. The 
final attraction of the evening, 
“Breakout,” started out with 
an actor giving the audience 
lineup a long rope and telling 
them not to let go until told. 
We roamed through the grim 
corridors as actors emerged to 
frighten us. The purpose of 
this exhibit was to simulate a 
prison escape.
Going into the Eastern State 

Penitentiary, my first intu-
ition was that I was going to 
be mortified, especially after 
being convinced to opt in; 
but after a lot of telling my-
self, “they are just actors,” 
I started to enjoy and even 
laugh at some of the attrac-
tions. I definitely recommend 
TBTW to anyone who is into 
haunted houses or willing to 
dare.

szbarsky@newhopeacademy.net

EASTERN STATE PENITENTIARY 

Halloween 2017
By saRah ZBaRsKy (‘18)

October 31 marks one of 
the most anticipated days of 
the year: Halloween. From 
wearing costumes and trick-
or-treating to attending Hal-
loween themed parties, this 
holiday is a fusion of celebra-
tion, recreation, and candy 
which New Hope Academy’s 
co-campus annual Hallow-
een gathering accurately il-
lustrates.
When both campuses con-

gregated, a Round Table 
ensued where NHA direc-
tor Dave Kennedy, dressed 
as a Care Bear with a baby 
mask, asked the crowd what 
their plans were for that 

night. The responses dif-
fered from trick-or-treating, 
handing out 
candy, and 
w a t c h i n g 
scary mov-
ies.
S t u d e n t s 

and faculty 
w e r e  e n -
c o u r a g e d 
to dress up 
and partake 
i n  a  c o s -
tume con-
test  where 
ca sh  pr i ze s 
were award-
ed. The prize divisions were 
split up by Yardley staff and 
students and Doylestown 

staff and students. Some 
of the yearned for catego-
ries were: cutest, scariest, 
best makeup, best group, 

best couple, most 
original, and best 
animal. Among 
the winners were 
St ephan i e  Ga-
rafolo, who had 
the crowd say-
ing, “Oh, deer!”; 
Messiah Smith, 
who, as a shadow 
chaser, deserved-
ly won “Scariest 
Costume”; An-
thony Martel-
la, who cracked 
the  crowd up 

as a Wal-Mart employee; 
Katelynn Wiltsey, who won 
“Prettiest Costume” as Lit-

tle Red Riding Hood; Re-
ece Danzis, who lived up to 
her name and dressed as a 
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup; 

and Bailey Garri-
son-Kline and Aine 
Dalton, who won 
“Best Couple” as 
Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse.  Even the 
teachers shared in 
the fun! A group of 
teachers from both 
campuses dressed as 
various characters 
from “Harry Potter” 
and music teachers 
Chris Cinalli and 
Cameron Stahl de-
lighted the students 

by dressing as each other. 
The bake sale got plenty of 

attention and contributions 

funding towards prom com-
mittee. There was a wide 
variety of sweets including: 
chocolate covered Oreo lolli-
pops, tasty chocolate brown-
ies, two types of Halloween 
decorated cupcakes, delicious 
s’mores bites, and auspicious 
blondies which sold at a rap-
id pace. 
No matter how Halloween 

is spent, this unique holiday 
is almost inevitable to enjoy 
oneself. Ultimately, NHA’s 
party was a success.

szbarksy@newhopeacademy.net

Personally, I really enjoy 
the picnic because it 
brings the two campuses 
together...

current events

and it signals the end of the 
school year so we have a ways 
to go until then. 

jduffy@newhopeacademy.net

Mark Beuerle served as grillmaster for this 
picnic.  

Reece Danzis costumes as her 
namesake. 

Anthony Martella as a Wal-
Mart employee.  

Eastern State Penitentiary located in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, was once the most famous prison in the world, but 
is now a US National Historic Landmark open publicly as 
a museum. The abandoned building was investigated on a 
show called, “Ghost Adventures” where even professional 
ghost hunters felt a sense of trepidation. Said to be one of 
the most haunted places in the nation, Eastern State gets 
transformed into a haunted house during Halloween called 
“Terror Behind the Walls” (TBTW). The six eerie attractions 
in actual cell blocks are assured to terrify visitors of all ages.
As a horror enthusiast, I was lucky enough to visit this 

unique exhibit to experience the all-encompassing fear that 
ghost hunters have talked about since Eastern State Peniten-
tiary opened to the pubic.
While waiting in the line with hundreds of people trembling 

with anticipation, actors with creepy makeup from the muse-
um interactively scared us. A man with stilts came up from 
behind and startled me. Before walking in the haunted house, 
a woman informed us about the “opting in” option: wearing a 
glow stick necklace allows the actors to interact physically with

By saRah ZBaRsKy (‘18)
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Jay Miller is a new digital pho-
tography teacher, although he 
started in the second half of last 
year. He always had the inten-
tion on being a teacher, but he 
never thought he would have 
this opportunity. So, he pursued 
photography, graphic design, 
and business. He found his tal-
ent through the love of the craft. 
Although he wasn’t as good as 
he wanted to be, through love, 
passion, and hard work, Jay was 
able to sell his images to clients 
and businesses. In his spare 
time, Jay likes to take pictures 
of bridges and piers. His favor-
ite thing about being a teacher is 
being able to have an influence 
on the photography realm that 
will be the future. Jay wants to 
help create building blocks for 
students to understand digital 

a r t ,  a n d 
have  fun 
while do-
i n g  s o . 
Three fun 
facts about 
J a y  a r e 
that  he’d 
rather be 
o u t s i d e 
i n  n a -
ture than 
in a city, 

he was a first 
degree in Tae-

kwondo, and he used to be ad-
dicted to video games.

By nEwspapER staff 

SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2017 - With a new school year comes some new faces to New 
Hope Academy.  The R.E.A.L. Deal would like to introduce our newest teachers and 
staff members.

Fresh faces join the NHA family! 

MEET THE NEW NHA 
TEACHERS

Leigh Greacen is an English teacher starting her first year at New Hope 
Academy. Previously, she has had 20 years of experience as an English teach-
er and is dedicated to her profession, only tak-
ing time off to raise her three children. She has 
spent time living and studying in Ireland and 
was a sports writer for her college newspaper. 
Currently, Leigh teaches six individual English 
classes and teaches students from all grades. 
Many of her classes have started the school 
year reading and studying short stories, and 
she strives to find stories and passages that her 
students will enjoy reading. Leigh believes that 
when students realize that good literature con-
nects to their lives in politics, society, et cetera, 
it becomes more interesting to them and keeps 
them engaged. She says that there’s always 
room for improvement, but she knows that 
they are engaged and learning profusely.

current events

Alison Smith joins the NHA 
team as a new counselor at Yard-
ley. Before becoming a counsel-
or at NHA, she worked at an ice 
cream shop, she was a preschool 
teacher for two years at a school 
in New Jersey, and also worked 
as a therapist for kids in a de-
tention center. Alison attended 
Holy Family University for her 
bachelor’s degree in psychology. 
Afterwards she went to Rowan 
University for her masters de-
gree in school counseling. She 
enjoys singing and going shop-
ping. She watches Netflix often 
and likes the shows “Stranger 
Things” and “30 Rock.” Alison 
loves her job here so far. She en-
joys getting to know everyone, 
and loves that you can get to 
know students on a more per-
sonal level than another school.

Ebony Crosdale, our newest teacher at NHA, 
commutes two and a half hours from Brooklyn, 
New York because she wanted to indulge in dif-
ferent environments and cultures. Being merely 
weeks into her new position, Ebony’s first impres-
sion of the school was very homey; She thought 
the staff were friendly and above all felt comfort-
able. Prior to teaching English at NHA, she was 
an after school media arts teacher and English 
tutor. In her leisure time, she taught hip-hop 
dancing. Ebony did not always intend on being 
an English teacher. Actually in high school, she 
planned on being a lawyer, but changed her ca-
reer path in college to education. Her favorite 
book is “The Coldest Winter Ever” by Sister Sou-
jah and her favorite author is R. L. Stine. Ebony 
enjoys singing and photography. Her mentoring 
program: Urbun Girl Multimedia for girls ages 13 
to 23 who are interested in the arts. Their Insta-
gram page, @Urbungirl_multimedia is definite-
ly worth viewing! Her favorite part so far about 
NHA is the freedom to teach creatively.

Joe Coscia, the new English 
teacher at the Doylestown cam-
pus, is a native of Trenton, New 
Jersey. He’s always loved English 
class, especially Creative Writ-
ing. Joe went to college at Ford-
ham University, with hopes of 
joining the Navy. While in the 
NROTC program, he got the 
opportunity to go on a missile 
cruiser where he was an officer 
in training. Joe ended up getting 
his Bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration. After college, he 
started coaching a soccer team 
in Philly. One kid was struggling 
to keep his grades up when Joe 
was approached by his parents. 
They wanted Joe to tutor him, 
which he gladly accepted. He 
also coaches high-school soccer 
at Central Bucks South, but un-
fortunately, the team had a very 
disappointing season this year.  

Jen Miller begins her new job at NHA after 
teaching art in Ore-
gon for 16 years. She 
always planned on be-
ing an art teacher, but 
did side jobs like bar-
tending. Her favorite 
part about teaching at 
NHA is the students’ 
creativity. Jen’s initial 
notion was that the 
school is like a family. 
Jen’s love of fashion 
design helped her pas-
sion for art advance 

further. Her favorite style of art is ceramics. Jen’s 
talent extends past art as she is a phenomenal tap 
dancer and has been tap dancing since she was 
five.

Photo by: Sasha Quinn

Matt Kashow, the newest math teacher at the 
Doylestown campus, was born in Philadelphia, 
PA and went to Neshaminy High School. He has 
a brother who is five years older than him. Matt 
also has a dog named Kayla, who just turned 
twelve. As a child, Matt loved sports, and he 
played just about all of them, but football was 
his favorite. Before deciding to become a teacher, 
Matt wanted to work as a Radio Announcer. He 
was told he had a good voice for it, but he didn’t 
feel attached to just reading off a page. Matt at-
tended Temple University for four years and stud-
ied secondary education in math. He says if he 
could go back and do it differently, he would be-

come a physical trainer. An idol that 
Matt has is his father because he is 
caring and works hard. Before Matt 
came to NHA, he was a director at 
the Dolphins Swim Club. Outside of 
teaching, he is a ref for flag football. 
Matt loved coaching and hopes he 
can become a head coach for a varsity 
football team. He really enjoys work-
ing here at NHA. He likes the differ-
ence from a regular school setting, as 
well as getting to know the students. 

Kayla Raybuck joined the Doylestown team this 
school year as an English and Social Studies Teacher. 
Kayla hails from Western Pennsylvania from a small 
town called Hawthorn. Despite hating both basketball 
and soccer, she played both of them growing up. The 
sports she liked to play are volleyball and softball. By 
the time she was a junior in college, Kayla had still not 
decided on a major. She eventually chose to become 
a teacher. Kayla attended Clarion University for her 
undergraduate studies and majored in Social Studies 

Education while minoring in political science. Kayla later obtained 
her master’s degree in psychology. Other jobs Kayla has held include 
working at a local pizza shop (she loved that job), coaching volleyball, 
and being a mental health case manager. Kayla loves her job at New 
Hope Academy because it gives her an opportunity to get know the 
kids and staff members better than at a public school.



5TUESDAY 11.21.20174 R.E.A.L. DEAL    CURRENT EVENTS    EDITORIAL    OPINIONS    ENTERTAINMENT    FLIPSIDETUESDAY 11.21.2017

Sarah Zbarsky is a senior at New Hope Academy. She is a tech 
savvy student who is known for doing fun polls relating to snap-
chat filters and emojis. However, that only covers half of the polls 
she does. She is currently the Senior Editor of the New Hope 
Academy Newspaper, and has expressed that it’s an enjoyable 
position. 
Sarah has been part of the newspaper club for two years, and 

has already made a large impact on the newspaper with her polls. 
Upon being asked why she joined the ‘R.E.A.L.  Deal’, she ex-
pressed that she saw other students having fun, and wished to join. 
She explained that she wanted to join more school related activi-
ties, and that she also enjoyed writing. 
When asked about aspirations for the future, she had mentioned 

she wishes to attend college in the future. Delving further into the 
information, Sarah expressed wanting to hopefully become an ESL 
Teacher in the future. An ESL Teacher is a teacher who works with 

students who are learning english as their second language. She 
wants to be able to help those students with their work, and be 
able to help them succeed. With this goal in mind, a very interest-
ing career lies in front of her. 
Another interesting fact about Sarah is that she enjoys Caryn 

Search’s Honors English class. If anyone ever takes a gander at the 
dry erase board in Caryn’s room, they will definitely notice the 
extreme amount of successful wins Sarah has for Wordo. For those 
who do not know, Wordo is a popular vocabulary bingo game that 
has a huge following. Sarah currently is in the lead of the many 
students who play, and the number only continues to grow as the 
year goes on. 
While Sarah may do the newspaper at New Hope Academy, she 

is also known for being an avid chess player. She is known for be-
ing a great member of the NHA Chess Team, and is ranked about 
60 in the Top Girls-Aged 17 national ranking. 
Some of her interets outside of school include social media and 

her job at Target. She enjoys her job, and will hopefully continue 
to enjoy it. Social media has influenced many polls that occur 
at NHA, which include topics ranging from favorite emojis to 
whether Instagram or Snapchat is better. On top of that, it is also 
known that Sarah controls the NHA Chess instagram page. It is 
a good place to find all news related to NHA chess from tourna-
ments to regular practice. 
Sarah is a phenomenal student at New Hope Academy. Her 

attributes to many of the school activities are incredible, and she 
continues to amaze us with her impressive wordo score. With 
her ambitions for the future, this is no telling what she will not 
accomplish. 

erogers@newhopeacademy.net

NOVEMBER 14TH, 2017 - Sarah Zbarsky is currently 
a senior at New Hope Academy and the newest Yardley 
Editor for the school newspaper, The R.E.A.L. Deal. She 
explains the challenges and reponsibilities that comes 
with this position and how rewarding it can be after it 
has all been said and done.

STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT: 
SARAH 
ZBARSKY

Diplomacy Club is a game in which a group of teachers 
pick a war, make the map and the rules, and then put it 

into the hands of the students, allowing them to build armies 
and battle it out. Andrew Hay, one of the teachers in charge 
of the club, says he started the club to give students a way to 
spend their time and learn how to work with others. “Di-
plomacy Club was started to simulate a diplomatic environ-
ment, while also making it very difficult to succeed without 
teamwork and communication with their fellow students,” 
he says. “Students have to make choices and be faced with 
the consequences. It is often compared to the game Risk even 
though it is not nearly as simple as Risk.”

In the past, Diplomacy Club has recreated the battlefields 
of World War I, the Peloponnesian wat, the French and 
Indian War, and the Russian Revolution.This year, however, 
is different than the previous years for three reasons. First, 
we are combining the Yardley and Doylestown campuses for 
one big game. This game will also be played online instead of 
having a physical map. Finally, instead of recreating an actual 
war, we will be imitating Star Wars.  The website we are using 
for the map includes a sheet that students can fill out to give 
different upgrades to their fleets. Strategy will be vital in this 
year’s unique style of Diplomacy Club. 
mriehl@newhopeacademy.net

By chRis MaRtin ('19)
Every summer vacation, a 

number of students at New 
Hope Academy take part 
in the school’s Extended 
School Year, or ESY. This six 
week period between July 
and August is very simple 
in concept; students come 
in to make up credits they 
may have missed during 
the school year, to complete 
assignments ordered by their 
respective school districts or 
just to hang out and have 
some fun. While not much 
happens during ESY, there is 
one event in particular at the 
end of these six weeks that 
students look forward to and 
spend most of their summer 
practicing and preparing for. 
This, of course, is New Hope 
Academy’s summertime mu-
sical revue called Summerfest!
Students who wished to 

perform in the show had to 
prepare an audition with the 
song or number they wished 
to perform alongside any 
additional people involved in 
said song or number. Anoth-
er thing that differed this past 
Summerfest from any of the 
other “Fests” in the school 
year is that every act must 
feature a specific theme or 
genre; in this case it was that 
every number had to evoke a 
funk or jazzy vibe. “All per-
formances you hear today are 
inspired by Funk and Jazz”, 
as written in the Summerfest 
program. “These genres have 
been made famous by artists 
such as Frank Sinatra, James 
Brown, and Sly and the Fam-
ily Stone”. This encouraged 
students to broaden their 
musical horizons and get 
funky with their tastes.

DIPLOMACY CLUB GOES GALACTIC 
 By MichaEl RiEhl (‘19)

SUMMERFEST: A 
LOOK BACK

By JEnna KohlKE (‘19)

DO IT YOURSELF RAINBOW HIGHLIGHTER
This is a cool way to highlight your notes. However, this is only temporary. 

This life hack is also simple and takes a few seconds. Basically, you use three 
colors: pink, yellow, and blue. Open all three highlighters, and pick up the 
yellow highlighter. Put the pink highlighter on the top of the tip so the pink 
bleeds onto the yellow highlighter. Next, take your blue highlighter and 
repeat the same process on the opposite side, making sure to leave a space in 
the middle. Remember to close your highlighters so they don't dry out. 
HIGHLIGHTING HOME PRACTICE COMPLETED
Let's say on Wednesday you get assigned a worksheet for math, vocab for 

English, and answering a few questions for science. After fifteen minutes, 
you complete your English home practice. With a highlighter of your choice, 
highlight the assignment written in your planner. Highlighting your home 
practice can help you know what you still need to complete. Repeat the pro-
cess for the rest of your home practice.

PACK YOUR BACKPACK ACCORDING TO SCHEDULE
This life hack is important because you don't want to carry a backpack that's 

making you feel as if you're going to fall down. Did you know the weight 
of your backpack can cause you back, shoulder, and neck pain? Luckily, this 
can be avoided by getting to know your schedule. The night before school, 
pack your backpack with only the supplies you'll need for the next day. Don't 
forget your ID or planner. On your way out, get your jacket and lunch.
LOOK AT THE WEATHER FORECAST AND CHOOSE OUTFITS
For information on the weather, watch the news or look it up online. Let's 

say Monday through Thursday are all around seventy and eighty degrees. 
However, Friday it's going to be forty-five degrees. Monday through Thurs-
day, you decide to wear T-shirts, shorts, and sneakers. Friday, you should 
wear a sweater, pants, a coat, and sneakers. You should hang your outfits in 
your closet away from the rest of your clothes so you can get ready faster in 
the morning.

jkohlke@newhopeacademy.net

Life Hacks with Jenna

editorial

“While Sarah may do the newspaper at New 
Hope Academy, she is also known for being 
an avid chess player...ranked about 60 in the 
Top Girls-Aged 17 national ranking”

This year’s Diplomacy Club will feature a 
digital map, as opposed to a physical one. 

cmartin@newhopeacademy.net
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Jack Duffy is going into his fifth and last year here at the 
Doylestown campus of  New Hope Academy (NHA). He re-
ally enjoys both math and english, but believes that math is 
his favorite subject this year. After he graduates from NHA, 

he wants to go to Bucks Coun-
ty Community College and then 
transfer to a four year school to 
study criminal justice. He be-
came the co-editor of the R.E.A.L 
Deal this year because he knows it 
looks good on college applications. 
When Jack isn’t in school, he loves 
to play video games. He has been 
playing Breath Of The Wild, the 
newest edition to the Zelda fran-
chise, quite a lot lately. He really 
enjoys Nintendo games. Jack has 
both a brother and a sister. His sis-
ter is older than him, and named 
Kayla, while his brother is younger 
than him and named Kieran. Jack 

also has a cat named Oreo because she is black and white. Fi-
nally, Jack is most looking forward to graduating this year and 
going off to college.

EDITOR  
SPOTLIGHT: 
JACK DUFFY

By saRah ZBaRsKy ('18)
It’s time for for NHA’S 

Short Story Contest. If you 
are interested, please note: 
for grades 6th through 9th, 
the story must be 2-3 pages 
in length and for grades 10th 
through 12th, the story must 
be 3-4 pages in length. When 
writing, make sure that the 
spacing is double. The con-
tent MUST be school-appro-
priate. Stories will be judged 

By MiKE canfiElD ('18)
“I always wanted to be a 

rock star. That was my child-
hood dream. That's what I 
told everybody I was going 
to be when I grew up.” Well 
Chester, you did it. 
Chester Bennington was 

born March 20, 1976, in 
Phoenix, Arizona. We first 
heard his amazing voice in 
the 2000 album Hybrid 
Theory released by his band 
Linkin Park. The album 
went Diamond in 2005, 
and became of the best sell-
ing albums of the decade. 
Bennington was also a part 
of six more Linkin Park 
albums from 2003 to 2017. 
Besides being the lead sing-
er of Linkin Park, Chester 
also created his own band 
Dead by Sunrise in 2005. 
Their first album, Out of 
Ashes, was released in 2009. 
On top of all that, he was 
also briefly the lead singer 
of Stone Temple Pilots for 
two years, until he left to 
focus solely on Linkin Park. 
He had said that, “Every 
band has its own kind of 
vibe. Stone Temple Pilots 
has this sexier, more classic 
rock feel to it. Linkin Park 
is a very modern, very tech-
heavy type of band. I grew 
up listening to these guys. 
When this opportunity 
came up, it was just like a 
no-brainer.” Hit Parader 

Magazine 
listed 
Chester 
Benning-
ton at 46 
for the 
Top 100 
Metal 
Vocalists. 
Unfortu-

nately, on 
a sad day 
this past 

July, Bennington passed 
away after committing 
suicide at his home in Palos 
Verdes Estates, California. 
Bennington is survived by 
his wife and six children.       
  Chris Cornell, the former 
lead singer of the rock band 
Soundgarden, was a good 
friend of Chester’s and had 
taken his own life back in 
May. Mike Shinoda, the 
other lead singer of Linkin 
Park, said that Chester 
could not finish singing 
“One More Light” at Chris 
Cornell’s tribute and many 
of Bennington’s closest 
friends and relatives believe 
Cornell’s death significantly 
impacted Bennington given 
that Chris and Chester had 
been really good friends. 
Not to mention that Ches-
ter was Chris’s son’s godfa-
ther. As he had contributed 
so much to music, and rock 
history, as well as having 
such an amazing voice, he 
will be missed by many.

mcanfield@newhopeacademy.net

CALLING ALL  
WRITERS! REMEMBERING 

CHESTER  
BENNINGTON

Jack Duffy is the co-editor of the REAL Deal at Doylestown 

NOVEMBER 18TH, 2017 - Jack Duffy is the Doylestown 
co-editor of the R.E.A.L Deal, New Hope Academy’s 
newspaper. Jack tells a bit about himself,  his future 
plans, and his likes and interests. 

editorial
on the following criteria: local 
organization, interesting plot with 
established setting, well-developed 
characters, conflict that is resolved, 
and proper grammar usage and 
mechanics. Prizes will be awarded 
to two writers from each grade 
category from each campus. 
All entries must be submitted 

digitally by Friday, December 8, 
2017. Winners will be announced 
at WinterFest on December 15. If 
you have any questions, contact 
your english teacher. Have fun and 
be creative!

szbarsky@newhopeacademy.net

EDITOR  
SPOTLIGHT: 
MIKE CANFIELD

Mike Canfield is currently in his third and final year at 
New Hope Academy. His favorite subject is English, so 
he jumped at the opportunity to write as co-editor for the 
newspaper. He is also particularly fond of chess, and plays 
first board for the Doylestown chess team because he, “is 
superior than everyone else.” While he is extremely confi-
dent in his chess abilities, he is not always that cocky. Mike 
is very laid-back and chill. After school, Mike likes to play 
guitar, video games, and read fantasy novels, like Harry 
Potter. Luckily, he is reading Harry Potter and the Sorcer-
er’s Stone in English class. Unluckily however, Temple Uni-
versity, his college of choice, doesn’t teach the dark arts, so 
he decided to pursue psychology instead. 

jduffy@newhopeacademy.net

NOVEMBER 18TH,  2017 -  Mike Canfield is the 
Doylestown co-editor of the R.E.A.L Deal, New Hope 
Academy’s newspaper. In this article, we learn a little 
about him. . 

Adroit photographer 
Yonnie Simon captured 
this grayscale shot of a 
historical fountain in front 
of the Library of Congress 
in Washington, D.C. 
This photo portrays what 
appears to be the Roman 
God of the Seas, Nep-
tune, with tritons blowing 
conch shells.

WORTH A  
THOUSAND 
WORDS

Photo by: Yonnie Simon

Jack's photo from his first year at NHA.

Mike Canfield is the co-editor of the REAL Deal at Doylestown. 

mcanfield@newhopeacademy.net

Mike Canfield on a trip to the Dodge 
Poetry competition in 2016, Along with 
Mike is current Yardley editor Sarah 
Zbarsky, newspaper advisor Caryn 
Search, and former REAL Deal editor 
Ben Chase  
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By gaBRiEllE EDDy (‘20)

OCTOBER 31ST, 2017 - To invoke an emotion as intense as fear in its viewer, a film 
has to be extraordinary. If you happen to be seeking some good spooks, you’re going to 
want to read this countdown of the top-ten horror films of all time.

TOP TEN HORROR FILMSWhy Live Music is the Best
By JoRDan salERno (‘19)
The greatest concert I ever 

went to was a Bring Me The 
Horizon concert in 2016 with 
my ex-girlfriend. It was in-
credible because of more than 
just the music. Live music is 
more than just music and that 
is what is so astounding about 
it. The way the entire crowd 
sings and screams along to 
the lyrics is an experience you 
can’t even come close to feel-

ing from a YouTube video or 
even just listening to music 
on your headphones. It gives 
the ultimate feeling of im-
mersion into your music.
The combination of the feel-

ing of being surrounded by 
people who have the same 
love of a certain artist is amaz-
ing. For example, back in 
2014 I went to my first con-
cert with my older brother. It 
was a Hatsune Miku concert 
that was in New York. The 
concert itself was far from in-

credible, but at the same time 
it was an experience that to 
this day I haven’t experienced 
again. That being said, I was 
surrounded by people who 
had the same love of Japanese 
pop as myself.   It was very 
influential towards my pas-
sion of live music. 
Another concert that really 

made me realize that live mu-
sic is far superior was when I 
went to Germany. I saw The 

Amity Afflic-
tion live. Al-
though I  do 
love The Am-
ity Affliction, 
t h e i r  m u s i c 
live is rather 
underwhelm-
ing. They are 
a heavy metal-
core band and 
they lack the 
ability to truly 
hype up the 

crowd, which emphasizes 
how live music can change 
the way a song is for good or 
bad. Which is another reason 
to see live music - you see the 
reality of the artist you’re lis-
tening to. Although you can 
use autotune and other audio 
effects live, it is far from sim-
plistic and it is not common 
to do so. Live music is there-
fore much more authentic.

jsalerno@newhopeacademy.net

By ElisaBEth RogERs (‘20)

They say that dealing with the devil is risky business, and a 
charming little game can prove all that with its domineering 
difficulty. Cuphead, a game that boasts the slogan ‘Don’t 
Deal with the Devil!’, was released on September 29th, 
2017. Ever since it’s release, Cuphead has received praise for 
it’s unique art style and cutthroat gameplay. 
Spoiler warning: This paragraph discusses the plot of 

‘Cuphead’. If you do not want to be spoiled, head to the 
next paragraph.The story begins with our main characters, 
Cuphead and Mugman, who live under the watchful eye of 
the elder kettle. However, one day the boys sidetrack and 
wander too far, right into the clutches of the Devil’s Casino. 
The young boys found themselves on a winning streak at the 
craps table, which soon grabbed the attention of the casino 
owner, the Devil himself. With a sleazy deal made with the 
promise of riches, and a wrong roll of the dice, Cuphead and 
Mugman found themselves in an almost impossible situa-
tion. Either they could give their souls over to the devil, or they could possibly 
save themselves by collecting the contracts from past debtors who made deals 
with the devil. With their life on the line, Cuphead and Mugman head off 
to possibly save not only them, but the debtors too. This is where the main 
premise of the game sets in.
The goal of the game is to make it through each of the beginning platforming 

segments (Run & Gun), and defeat the overworld bosses. However, don’t be 
fooled by the easy setup. Cuphead is renowned for its increasing difficulty, and 
don’t think that this game will give you a break. While the creators of ‘Cup-
head’ have expressed that the game is “Difficult, yet fair,” you constantly need 
to be aware of what is going on around you, and it’s important to memorize 
everything. Especially when it comes to bosses, memorizing the world around 
you can be a key to success, and that isn’t as boring as it seems. It allows you 
to truly enjoy the world around you, and get a better feel of how this was 
produced. 
Surprisingly, ‘Cuphead’ was not produced on a computer. In fact, for the 

most part, this game was completely hand drawn and animated! This was in 
place to replicate how cartoons were animated way back in the 1930’s. What 
is even more interesting is that the entire soundtrack for the game was record-
ed in a live studio. The soundtrack is all original jazz recordings, composed 
by Kris Maddigan. Studio MDHR, the creators of ‘Cuphead’, explained that 
they wanted the soundtrack to be, “Just as authentic as the artstyle.” They 
also expressed that they, “Wanted to keep the theme consistent.” According 
to a Q&A, the instrumentals came from a full 13-piece big band, a 10-piece 
ragtime ensemble, a solo pianist, singers, and “a few little surprises we threw in 

for good measure.”
Overall, whether you’re running and gunning to victory, or enjoying the 

world around you, ‘Cuphead’ is truly a once in a lifetime experience! Don’t 
miss out on buying yourself a copy to give the game a try yourself. Just make 
sure, however, you bring some headache relief. Many can assure you that this 
game will give you one killer headache!

erogers@newhopeacademy.net

Cuphead: A Review

opinions

#10 - “The Blair Witch Proj-
ect” (1999)
“I’m afraid to close my eyes. I’m 
afraid to open them.”
Responsible for the popular-
ization of the found footage 
horror sub-genre, The Blair 
Witch Project is a notorious-
ly low-budget psychological 
horror film. Likely due to the 
financial limitations of this 
film, nothing is actually caught 
on their cameras. This serves 
as an advantage in engaging 
the audience, causing you to 
question the legitimacy of your 
own senses.

#9 - “Goodnight Mommy” 
(2014)
“How would you feel? If you had 
an operation like that.”
After undergoing facial recon-
structive surgery a mother re-
turns home, her face almost 
completely covered in bandag-
es. Her young sons are unable 
to recognize her and believe 
her to be an imposter. Audi-
ences watch in dread as the 
children begin to perform in-
creasingly cruel and disturbing 
tricks on their victim.

#8 - “Sleepaway Camp” (1983)
“It seems every year I’m at camp, 
someone loses their head.”
At first,  Sleepaway Camp 
seems to be an unremarkable 
slasher film in which an in-
troverted girl named Anna 
struggles to befriend her peers. 
Meanwhile, the camp’s popu-
lation begins to slowly decline 
due to a series of gruesome 
murders. This film is infamous 
for its deliciously shocking 
twist ending that will leave you 
aghast.

#7 - “Get Out“ (2017)
“A mind is a terrible thing to 
waste.”
Chris is meeting his girlfriend 
Rose’s family for the first 
time. Certainly, their exces-
sively hospitable attitudes can 

be chalked up to anxiety due 
to the interracial status of the 
couple. This is what Chris be-
lieves, until he begins to make 
some alarming discoveries that 
hint at something much more 
twisted and deep-rooted than 
audiences could have ever 
imagined.

#6 - “Eraserhead” (1977)
“Oh! You are sick.”
A man named Henry strug-
gles with his miserable girl-
friend who recently gave birth 
to their eternally screaming, 
mutated baby. This film is ab-
solutely jarring. Brilliantly gro-
tesque imagery and a cryptic 
plot, a nightmare in the most 
profound sense.

#5 - “The Babadook” (2014)
“If it’s in a word or it’s in a look,
you can’t get rid of the Baba-
dook.”
Once a depressed widow’s son 
suddenly begins hallucinating, 
she tries her best to support 
him. She slowly realizes that, 
they may not be delusions at 
all. The Babadook is a horror 
film that doesn’t depend on 
jump scares or body horror to 
shock or unnerve it’s viewer. 
It’s suspense in it’s purest form.

#4 - “Alien” (1979)
“This thing bled acid, and who 
knows what it's gonna do when 
it's dead?”
Protagonist Ripley and her 
crew aboard their space vessel, 
the Nostromo, are forced to 
survive the invasion of what 
is a seemingly unstoppable 
homicidal monster. Alien is 
commonly accepted as one of 
the best sci-fi horror films of 
all time. From its infamous 
Chestburster scene to the ex-
cellent portrayal of Ripley by 
Sigourney Weaver, this film is 
an all around classic.

# 3 - “The Exorcist” (1973)
“What a wonderful day for an 
exorcism.”
When a young child, Regan, 
begins to act bizarrely, her 
mother desperately searches for 
help. A priest begins to suspect 
that Regan may be suffering 
from a severe case of demon-
ic possession. Despite being 
released forty-four years ago, 
many scenes are still some of 
the most vile to be depicted in 
film. The Exorcist is definitely 
not for those with weak stom-
achs.

# 2 - “Ringu” (1998)
“It’s not of this world. It’s Sada-
ko’s curse.”
Reiko Asakawa is research-
ing a cursed video when her 
niece suspiciously dies of an 
apparent heart failure. Reiko 
finds the film and examines 
it and realizes all too late that 
the curse is genuine. You’ve 
likely heard Ringu’s American 
remake called The Ring but 
it can’t top the original for its 
chilling portrayal of its antago-
nist, Sadako.

#1 - “The Shining” (1980)
“Here’s Johnny!”
Author Jack Torrance resides at 
an isolated hotel for the win-
ter with his family of two. He 
struggles with writer’s block, 
and eventually, his own sanity.
“The Shining” is an ingenious, 
spine-chilling film that bril-
liantly characterizes the protag-
onist’s descent into madness. 
One of the scariest things a 
person can witness is someone 
that is completely and utterly 
insane.

geddy@newhopeacademy.net

Bring me the Horizon performing live.  
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South Park Season 21

Almost every previous 
season of “South Park” 
had different topics per 

episode. However, season 20 
had a lot of controversy due 
to the season-long plot cen-
tering on the disputatious 
2016 presidential election. 
While most fans were loy-
al and continued to watch 
“South Park,” Parker and 
Stone lost quite a bit of view-
ers due to the quarrels caused 
by the scathing previous sea-
son. 

The first episode of season 
21, “White People Renovat-
ing Houses” started out with a 
common “South Park” topic: 
recent events which has defi-
nitely worked in 
their favor in the 
past. We find the 
four main charac-
ters, Stan Marsh, 
Er i c  Car tman , 
Kenny McCor-
mick, and Kyle 
Broflovski, plus 
a bunch of peers 
from South Park Elementa-
ry are all huddled around an 
immensely popular Amazon 
product called Alexa, asking it 
to add various inappropriate 
items to a shopping list and 
having the robot Alexa repeat 
the frivolities for the boys’ 
amusement. At the heart of 
the episode was the racial up-
heaval centered around Char-
lottesville, the recent site of a 
white supremacist protest. 
Episode two, titled “Put It 

Down,” started off strong 
with Tweek, a less significant 
recurring character, singing a 

song dedicated to events re-
lating to North Korean dic-
tator Kim Jong Un. While 
performing, Tweek starts 
frantically panicking, smash-

ing the piano keys and say-
ing that North Korea is going 
to bomb the United States. 
After all this, Tweek’s boy-
friend Craig approaches him 
and tries to tell him to calm 
down. But then Tweek pulls 
out his phone and showed the 
tweet that the US president 
tweeted about him! Tweek’s 
boyfriend Craig tries to com-
fort him by suggesting to 
send the president cupcakes. 
Essentially, everything Tweek 
does to prove to Kim Jong 
Un that he wants peace back-
fires after the president tweets 

something contradicting each 
time. 
The series has had an aus-

picious first few episodes 
envisioning a phenomenal 

remainder of the season. It 
feels like the ongoing theme 
of bringing real l ife cur-
rent events into the cartoon 
has been working for them. 
Hopefully in the future, 
Parker and Stone continue 
to amaze fans by giving a hu-
morous side to the occurrenc-
es happening outside of tele-
vision!

szbarsky@newhopeacademy.net

Blade Runner is a 1980’s sci-
ence fiction film that capti-
vated audiences with its visual 
effects and engaging plot. The 
film has gained a cult-like 
following and has since been 
regarded as one of the great-
est films for its genre. Now, in 
2017, a sequel has continued 
the story. On October 6th, 
Blade Runner 2049 was re-
leased nationwide in 2D, 3D, 
and IMAX. The sequel takes 
place 30 years after the orig-
inal and was directed by the 
acclaimed Denis Villeneuve 
who is known for the films 
Prisoners, Sicario, and Arriv-
al (which was nominated for 
eight academy awards). Vil-
leneuve casted Ryan Gosling 
for his lead role in the film, 
with supporting roles being 
played by Jared Leto, Ana de 
Armas, Sylvia Hoeks, Robin 
Wright, and Dave Bautista. 
Harrison Ford also returned 
to play his role as the exiled 
Rick Deckard.
In this writer’s opinion, the 

film succeeds in captivating 
the audience with its incred-
ible special effects. The effects 
are probably the best I’ve seen 
since Prometheus hit theaters 
several years ago. The acting 
is also very good across the 
board. Gosling fits in well to 
the overpopulated 2049 ver-
sion of the City of Angels and 
reveals that there is more to 
him than a dedicated blade 
runner. The other supporting 
actors all contribute to the 
film as well which makes the 
story worth investing your 
attention to. Jared Leto’s suc-
cess in recent films transitions 
into BR 2049 as he offers a 
complex type-A personali-
ty antagonist for the viewer 
to be both intrigued by and 
appalled by. After nearly a 
decade of Spanish-speaking 
films, Ana de Armas has re-
cently been discovered by 
major directors and showed 
off her talent in the role of 
Joi, a virtual girlfriend of 
K. Both Ford and Wright 
showed off some veteran tal-
ent in their roles as well. 
Overall, I was happy I saw 

the film. I was enchanted by 
its soundtrack (I mean, it’s 
Hans Zimmer...when has he 
made a bad film score?), plot, 
and stunning visuals. Perhaps 
I just need an intermission 
next time, as it felt like the 
two-hour-and-forty minute 
film dragged. I’d recommend 
seeing it with a cup of coffee 
beforehand. Three out of four 
stars.

mcanfield@newhopeacademy.net

BLADE RUNNER
By MiKE canfiElD (‘18)

entertainment

“The series has had an auspicious first 
few episodes envisioning a phenomenal 

remainder of the season...

By saRah ZBaRsKy ('18)

OCTOBER 10TH,  2017 - 
"South Park," an adult car-
toon on Comedy Central 
created by Matt Stone and 
Trey Parker known for its 
facetious humor, aired its 
long-anticpated 21st seaon 
on September 13th, 2017...

After years of hiatus, on March 23, 2017, the universally ac-
claimed band Gorillaz emerged with a fully animated music 
video for their brand-new song Saturnz Barz, and promises of 
a new album. The video swiftly reached YouTube’s number one 
trending and amassed millions of views. From late March to 
early April, four more teaser songs were released. To the delight 
of many awaiting fans, on April 28th, the album Humanz was 
released.
True to the band’s signature style, it’s almost impossible to 

establish the entire album as only one genre. Technically, it 
has been haphazardly shoved under the label of contemporary 
R&B, despite many songs like “She’s My Collar” and “An-
dromeda” that indisputably fall under the genre of electronic. 
Humanz presents a heavy space theme, subsequently contain-
ing a myriad of synthetic sounds and computer generated am-
bience. This was rather exciting, as the most electronic-sound-
ing album produced by them previously had been in Plastic 
Beach, presenting a nautical theme. It’s much easier to say sim-
ply that Gorillaz, and especially Humanz, is truly a fusion of 
everything.
Gorillaz is not only unique by virtue of of adopting their 

own musical style, but in being the first known band to have 
its members represented by fictional cartoon characters, with 
different personalities and backgrounds. The four Gorillaz 
albums released serve as time periods in the characters lives 
and as a result is called a phase. The lead singer, voiced by the 
actual creator of Gorillaz, is a timid blue haired man named 
2-D, forced into the band by unfortunate circumstances and 
a rather villainous bassist called Murdoc. With a bass player 
and a singer, Murdoc by not-so-legal means recruits Russell, a 
laconic and mysterious drummer, haunted by the ghost of his 
deceased friend who possesses talent for rapping. The final and 
most eccentric band member is referred to as Noodles, a ten 
year old Japanese girl who arrives at the band’s doorstep in a 
FedEx box with her guitar. 
In the Humanz phase, or phase four, the characters have vis-

ibly aged, most notably Noodles, who has reached adulthood. 
In Humanz with the release of only one music video so far, 
which are usually the main tools for storytelling, nothing of 
particular note has 
happened yet, but 
fans are still full of 
anticipation. Un-
doubtedly, the lore 
is what emotional-
ly invests so many 
people in Gorillaz.
Humanz is a crit-

ical success, accu-
mulating massive 
praise for its po-
l it ical ly charged 
lyrics and strong 
anti-Trump ideals. 
The name “Donald 
Trump” is actual-
ly censored out in 
the album because, 
according to the 
creator of Gorillaz, 
Damon Albarn, “I don’t want to give the most famous man 
on earth any more fame, particularly. He doesn’t need it!” 
Hardcore fans complained about the lack of 2-D, or Damon 
Albarn, in the music. This may have been a result of many ob-
scure artists being featured. In response to this, Albarn released 
a single called “Sleeping Powder,” focusing on 2-D who sings 
and plays the piano. Steadily, more content is being released. 
The songs have a fresh, almost futuristic energy and the album 
is without a doubt worth listening to.. 

geddy@newhopeacademy.net

GORILLAZ RETURNS WITH HUMANZ
By gaBRiEllE EDDy (‘20)
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GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT: The Play Trip
By MaDElEinE tuMpowsKy  
(‘18)

On Wednesday, October 
3rd, the cast of New Hope 
Academy’s fall play, titled 
Blithe Spirit, went to Princ-
eton University for a ghost 
tour on campus. Our tour 
guide, Mimi Omiecinski, was 
very sweet and had a large 
amount of knowledge on 
Princeton’s history. She lived 
directly across the street from 
Princeton University. Mimi 
allowed us students to utilize 
modern ghost hunting equip-
ment, such as dowsing rods 
and EDI monitors, to see if 
we could get in contact with 
well-known spirits that have 
been supposedly haunting 
the campus for centuries. We 
were led around Princeton 
and stopped at various places 
so our guide could explain the 
backstories behind the spirits 

that are haunting the specific 
area. One of our stops was on 
a battleground from the Rev-
olutionary War. We used the 
dowsing rods she gave us to 
see if we could find any spirits 
of soldiers who may have died 
during 
t h e 
battle. 
A f t e r 
t h a t , 
M i m i 
led us 
to the flower-filled Prospect 
Gardens, also on campus, and 
handed each of the students a 
therma-meter. She instructed 
us to walk around the gar-
dens slowly and watch the 
temperature on our meters to 
see if it would change signifi-
cantly at a certain location. 
Mimi explained to us that 
many people she has led on 
tours in the past have suppos-
edly discovered paranormal 

activity using therma-meters 
in the Prospect Garden. We 
then followed our guide to 
an unmarked burial ground 
to use the controversial Psy-
leron Lamp. The Psyleron 
Lamp is a lamp-shaped de-
vice made of blown glass, 
that allegedly will change 
colors in response to your 
conscious mind. Mimi di-
rected the students to split 
ourselves up into two sep-
arate groups. Those who 

think more creatively and ar-
tistically stood on one side of 
the lamp and those who felt 
they think more scientifical-
ly stood on the other. Mimi 
selected blue as the color we 
would try to get the lamp to 
change to first. She instructed 
the artistic group to think of 
the pure color and what we 
associate with it, and told the 
other group to think of the 
spelling and number of letters 

in the shade. Following much 
concentration and quite a few 
attempts, the lamp did turn a 
slight shade of blue. 
We tried a few more times 

with other colors and had a 
similar outcome. After that, 
Mimi informed everyone 
that we had come to the end 
of the tour. She surprised the 
students by letting us keep 
the dowsing rods we used 
on the burial grounds, and 
wished the whole cast and 
crew good luck on our per-
formances. We thanked Mimi 
for everything and made 
our way over to PJ’s Pan-
cake House for lunch. Over-
all, despite many of us being 
incredibly skeptical, we all 
certainly learned a lot about 
ghost hunting and Princeton’s 
history, and had quite a fun 
time on this field trip. 

mtumpowsky@newhopeacademy.net
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On September 27, 
2017, New Hope 
Academy suffered 
a profound loss. 

Kathy Lyn Gana-Sibaja, 
daughter of NHA’s presi-
dent Kathy Rosso-Gana and 
Director of METC, passed 
away after a long battle with 
cancer and its horrendous 
complications. 
As many know, Kathy Lyn 

was the face of the front 
office at New Hope Acade-
my’s Yardley campus and the 
head of METC for many 
years. She was often the first 
person people would see in 
the morning. Her warm 
smile and sincere interest 
in the lives of the students 
made her one of the most 
popular members of the 

NHA staff. 
Kathy Lyn was a die-hard 

Philadelphia Eagles fan who 
loved watching games with 
her family. She was also a 
prolific artist; in fact, many 
of her pieces hang in the 
Yardley campus. But most 
importantly, she was the 
devoted mother to her chil-
dren, Miranda and Evan.  

In the wake of this sad 
passing, Yardley Director 
Dave Kennedy shared his 
memories of Kathy Lyn. 
“Kathy Lyn was a vital part 
of our NHA family for 
many years.  She was one of 
the first people I met when 
I joined NHA in April of 
2000," Dave said. “She 
had a kind spirit, a radiant 

smile, and a ferociously 
wonderful sense of humor. 
Her efforts on behalf of 
METC and New Hope 
Academy cannot be over-
stated. Her desire to help 
staff, students and parents 
was without limits.” 
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Kathy Lyn Gana-Sibaja 
fought a courageous battle 
for many years. She leaves 
behind a legacy that will 
endure.

The REAL Deal fondly remembers an unforgettable person

Remembering Kathy Lyn

HALLOWEEN @ NHA!  
Students and faculty were 
encouraged to dress up 
and partake in a costume 
contest.

Events 2

GAME REVIEW: 
Cuphead

Editorial 4

“They say that dealing with the 
devil is risky business, and this 
charming little game can prove 
all that with its domineering 
difficulty...”

Diplomacy Club goes 
Star Wars

Diplomacy Club has announced 
their campaign for this year's 
game based off a certain  
pop-culture universe. 

OPINION 6

R.E.A.L. Staff

In this issue...

NEXT ISSUE!! 
NEW YORK 
TRIP!!
WINTERFEST!! 
HOLIDAY 
FEAST!!
AND MUCH 
MORE!!

SEE YOU IN 2018!!




